


(And Still Growing)

DO YOU REMEMBER ’WAY BACK WHEN
the first container ship, the S. S. Maxton
arrived at the Port of Houston? It was
greeted by a small group of longshore-
men and a handful of company officials,
curious to see if containers would
work. They did--and the rest is
history.

While we don’t handle ~=rs
like this any more, it’s a matter
of fact that Houston was the
first port in the United States to
receive a regularly scheduled /
container ship, more than
a decade ago. Since then,
the Port of Houston has
been the Southern terminus
for Sea-Land, Inc., the first
large-scale container opera-
tors. Today, because we do
have the experience and
the facilities, almost every-
body ships containers gh the
Port of Houston. Try us.
Next time.

\

Serving America’s Heartland
Executive Offices: 1519 Capitol
Avenue at Crawford Street
Telephone: CApitol 5-0671
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MANCHESTER
Offers You

At The

Port of

HOUSTON

If you have shipping that needs fast, economical loading or
unloading facilities, you’ll save time and money by using
Manchester Terminal. Here it is easy for ships, trucks and
rail cars to load and unload cargo with no delay.

¯ Concrete wharves
¯ Two-story transit sheds
¯ High-density cotton compresses
¯ Automatic sprinkler system

¯ Large outdoor storage area
¯ Rapid truck loading and unloading

¯ Modern handling methods and equipment

For complete cargo handling service, use Manches{er Terminal.

Manchester Terminal
P. O. Box 52278
Houston, Texas 77052

Corporation
General Office: CA 7-3296
Wharf Office: WA 6-9631
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Swedish Atlantic Line, Gothenburg, Sweden and Wilh. Wilhelmsen, Oslo, Norway L~

Regular Freight and Refrigerated Service
FROM GULF PORTS

to
LE HAVRE - ANTWERP - GHENT - ROTTERDAM

BREMEN - HAMBURG
OSLO - GOTHENBURG - COPENHAGEN -MALMO

STOCKHOLM - HELSINKI - GDYNIA

STRACHAN SHIPPING
GENERAL AGENTS

Houston Office
1400 Cotton Exchange Bldg. CA 8-1431

Other Offices
Galveston,

COMPANY

New Orleans, Mobile, Miami, Port Everglades, Jacksonville,
Savannah, Dallas, Memphis, St. Louis,

Chicago, Atlanta
New York Agents

Barber Steamship Lines, Inc.

Four monthly sailings

HOUSTON, GALVESTON,
NEW ORLEANS, MOBILE

on inducement

PORT ARTHUR, BEAUMONT, ORANGE
Two direct to

YOKOHAMA, NAGOYA, OSAKA KOBE
and two monthly sailings to

TAIWAN, HONGKONG, BANGKOK, MANILA
Gulf Agenls

KERR STEAMSHIP COMPANY, INC.
C’,egg Bu,,rdmg, 506 Caroline Street

Houston, Texas 77002

Galveston Dallas
311 Cotton Exchange 411 Cotton Exchange

Building

New Orleans Memphis
Clegg Building 56 S. Front St.

327 St. Charles St.

"K" LINE HEW YORK, INC.
General Agents ̄  29 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10006

The
BANK LINE Ltd.
Regular Service from

U. S. Gulf Ports to

Australia
and

New lealand
Brisbane

¯ Melbourne

¯ Auckland

¯ Lyttelton

¯ Sydney

¯ Adelaide

¯ Wellington

¯ Dunedin

¯ ¯ ¯

General Agents

BOYD, WEIR and

SEWELL, Inc.
New York

¯ ¯ []

Gulf Agents

STRACHAN

SHIPPING CO.

Houston - Galveston - Mobile

Memphis-New Orleans-Dallas

Chicago - Atlanta - St. Louis
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Third Generation of Towing

~[~
Captain W. D. Haden Cecil R. Haden W.D. Haden I[

"100 YEARS OF TOWING EXPERIENCE"

BA F-HOII, YTON TO WIN&" CO.
CORPUS CHRISTI * TEXAS CiTY ¯ GALVESTON ¯ FREEPORT ¯ HOUSTON

GET YOUR SHIP SUPPLIES
Where Stocks are Complete... More Than

50,000 Items On Hand
Complete deck & engine, provisions, electrical, steward

sundries and fire protection departments.

TEXAS MARINoE
& INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY

8050 Harrisburg ¯ P. O. Box 5218 * Telephone: 713-WA 3-9771
Houston, Texas 77012

HO USTON: ,,,,,, ,= in the ehain o! 1,3rkes 6 trade routes
Generations of LYKES shipping experience are
back of today’s outstanding service to the
export-import trade. J
Our new cargo fleet is among America’s finest and ,.L~n L I N E S
fastest with more 20-knot ships than any other ~~r~r~/~ 1 i
single privately-owned fleet in the world. They

~ qllll =~~
are regularly and dependably scheduled. ~ ¯ LYKES BROS. STEAMSHIP CO., INC.

Cotton Exchange Bldg., Houston, Texas

Offices and Agents in the United States and in Principal World Ports

U. K, LINE ̄  CONTINENT LINE ̄  MEDITERRANEAN LINE ̄  AFRICA LINE ¯ ORIENT LINE ¯ CARIBBEAN LINE
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fast and frequent

Deppe Line
between the

Gulf and North Europe

Hansen & Tidemann, Inc
General Agents
Houston--call 223-4181

Your Vessel will be met at the Bar
and Piloted to the Port of Houston

HOUSTON

by !I
, )

PILOTS
GULF FREEWAY

HOUSTON, TEXAS 77023

SERVICES
FROM HOUSTON
and other
Gulf ports
INDIA SERVICE
Karachi ¯ Bombay ̄  Colombo
Madras ̄  Calcutta ¯ Rangoon

World Wide Cargo Services from
All Coasts of the United States

Baltimore
Boston
Brownsville
Buffalo
Chicago
Cleveland
Dallas

Detroit
Galveston
Houston
Long Beach
Los Angeles
Memphis
Mobile

New Orleans
New York
Norfolk
Phdadelphia
San Francisco
Seattle
Washington, D. C. COTTON EXCHANGE BLDG., HOUSTON
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THE COVER

The greatest innovation in handling cargo, as containers have been called,
was proven feasible at the Port of Houston 14 years ago when the first con-
tainer ship anywhere docked here. For more about this exciting development
see Page 17, and, for a little history, see Page 2.

The Port oJ Houston Magazine

TED SUMERLIN, Editor

Published monthly by the Harris County Houston Ship Channel Naviga-
tion District, the PORT OF HOUSTON Magazine is distributed free to maritime,
industrial and transportation interests in the United States and foreign coun-
tries. This publication is not copyrighted and permission is given for the re-
production or use of any original material, provided credit is given to the
Port of Houston. Additional information, extra copies of the magazine or
advertising rates may be obtained by writing the PORT OF HOUSTON Magazine,
1401 South Post Oak, Houston, Texas 77027.
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The 250,000th Volkswagen to be imported through the
Port of Houston arrived last month and was unloaded on
City Dock from the Norwegian MS JANETTA along with
774 other vehicles.

A white 1970 sedan, the milestone car was one of more
than 4200 Volkswagens scheduled to be unloaded at Houston
during Fehruary and part of the continuing shipments
through the Port of the popular German compact.

Richard L. Mugg, sales manager for Volkswagen South
Central Distributor, Inc., was on hand to receive the car
officially as it came off its sling. The distributorship sends
cars throughout Texas, Oklahoma, New Mexico, Colorado
and Wyoming.

The qnarter of a millionth car was destined for a San
Antonio dealership. It represented created retail sales of
more than $570.5 million since the first Volkswagen came
off the docks at the Port of Houston sixteen years ago.

In addition to the created retail sales, the U.S. Customs
is an estimated $20 million richer as a result of the 250,000
ears coming in and their handling and distribution created
an additional estimated $5 million in economic activity at
the Port.

Volkswagen is the biggest car importer at the Port of
Houston and averages one ship a week with an average of
1,325 cars on each vessel. In all, some 45,000 Volkswagens
will arrive at the port this year to be shipped to the 80
Volkswagen dealers in the five state area served by the
distributorship, which is headquartered in San Antonio.

The cars come in on any of the 60 vessels, such as the
JANETTA, operated on charter by Volkswagen for the
express purpose of exporting their vehicles all over the world.
After the cars are assembled in the Volkswagen plant in
Wolfsburg, West Germany, they are sent by train either to

Duane Bowen, Houston District Sales Manager for Volkswagen South
Central Distributor, stands by the first Audi automobile to be unloaded at
the Port of Houston. The German-made luxury car will soon go on sale for
the first time in the United States.

Swinging over the side, the quarter-millionth Volkswagen starts its descent
onto the Port of Houston docks where other cars off the same vessel are
readied to drive up the hill to the VW marshalling yard.

Hamburg or Bremen to be loaded aboard the transport fleet
for their far-flung destinations.

The first Volkswagens came into the Port of Houston in
1954 and in that year the distributor, then known as Inter-
Continental Motors, Inc., brought in a total of 189 cars for
six dealers, as contrasted with the 45,000 cars for 80 dealers
of today. By January of 1966 the 100,000th Volkswagen
had come through the Port and the growth has kept on apace.

When the Volkswagens come into the Port of Houston
they are taken off the ships in slings and then driven up to
the 34. acre, fenced and paved inspection and distribution
facility of South Central Volkswagen to be inspected and
scheduled for delivery to dealer locations.

This facility re.presents a physical investment of $400,000
and is in the Port of Houston’s 200-acre industrial park, just
behind and adjacent to the new docks and transit sheds which
have been built over the last 13 years along the north side of
the Channel.

The facility was only recently increased by nearly 18 acres
to its present size and includes a rail loading operation with
three sets of railroad tracks and a special loader for driving
the cars on the tri-level rail cars. Other distribution through-
out the area is by truck. During an average month 48 rail
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cars, holding 18 Volkswagens each, and 290 trucks, each
carrying nine cars, will lcaw~ the distribution yard at the
Port headed for as far away as Powell, Wyoming. some 1500
miles distant.

Along with the quarter of a millionth Volkswagen arriving
on the MS JANETTA in February, were the first Audi
automobiles to he sold in the [Snited States.

The Audi is a front-wheel drive luxury car and will he
sold through the Porsche Andi l)i~ision of Volkswagen of
America, with Volkswagen South Central the distributor for
the fiw~-state area served by the Port o[ Houston.

Fred Hannau, general manager of Porsche Audi in San
Antonio said that 1,268 Porches and 1.883 Audis will be
imported through Houston this year and retail sales will

Richard k Mugg, General Sales Manager for Volkswagen South Central
Distributor, stands by the history-making little car as a longshoreman
steadies it in midair before lowering to the docks.

total ahove $1d,.6 million. There are sew~n dealerships in
the five-state area with ten nn)re expected to be in ol)eration
by the end of the year.

Porches have been arriving since 195d, along with the
first Volkswagens. The Audi is made by the Audi NSU Auto
[Jnion AG in lngolstadt, West (;ermany, a subsidiary of
Volkswagenwerk AG in Wolfsbnrg. The Porsche is produced
by an independent company, Pnrsche KG in Stuttgart and is
marketed by VW-Porsehe VG, jointly owned hy Porsche and
Volkswagen.

Down in the hold of the special car-carrying Norwegian ship JANETTA
longshoremen hook slings to the front and back axle of the 250,000th
Volkswagen to come into the Port of Houston.

MARCH, 1970
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End of the road for the 250,000th car, insofar as the Port of Houston,
is the South Central Volkswagen Distributor’s 34 acre marshalling yard be-
hind the Port of Houston docks where a longshoreman driver has just
delivered it. From here it went by truck to a San Antonio dealer for sale.



Another $7 Million Improvement

Program Started To Keep Houston

THE Container Port Of The Gulf

TIE PORT O1.’ HOUSTON sold $7 million

in tax obligation bonds early in March
whieh will enable it to continue develop-
ing as the leading container port in the
Gulf and make plans for future expan-
sion through land acquisition.

The bonds are part of a $16 million
bond issue authorized by the voters of
Harris County in April of 1967 and are
earmarked for a second giant container
crane, a million cubic foot storage ware-
house, $3.5 million of additional land
and more than $1.5 million for recon-
struction and renovation of existing
wharves and warehouses and further
expansion of the Port’s industrial park.

Since the container revolution started
in Houston in 1957, the port has forged
ahead to provide shippers with the
largest and finest container port on the
Gulf coast. The port has built six open
docks to provide 3,600 lineal feet of

wharves to handle the new generation
of ships, including container ships and
barge carrying vessels.

For lifting containerized cargo, the
port has installed one giant Paceco con-
tainer crane, two electric gantry cranes
and six mobile cranes with heavy lift
capacities ranging from 50 to 140 tons.

The Port of Houston launched its
modern development program barely
more than a dozen years ago with
voter approval of a $7 million bond
is:,ue in 1957, and since that time has
spent more than ten times that amount
in building not only the six open
wharves but ten covered wharves with
transit sheds, storage warehouses, a
bulk terminal plant, a World Trade
Building and two new operations build-
ings.

It also expanded the grain elevator,
built an industrial park, extended rail-

road and truck access routes, renovated
old wharves and transit sheds and made
numerous other improvements to kee~
its facilities in the forefront in the Gulf.

From the beginning of its improve-
ment program Port revenues increased,
enabling the Navigation District to issue
revenue bonds of its own to augment
the cost of this massive improvement
program which helped make Houston
the fastest growing port in the nation.

As A RESULT, the north side of the

Ship Channel near the Turning Basin
has been built into a superior container-
handling depot with open wharves, ac-
cess routes and two giant container mar-
shalling yards plus the 200-acre indus-
trial park behind the wharves.

It has all the needed facilities and
equipment for speedy and efficient hand-
ling of containers and is adjacent to the
high-rise bridge over Loop 610 circling
Houston which, when completed in 1971,
will give it admirable access to all
trucking routes.

"The sale of these bonds strengthens
our consistent growth pattern and as-
sures the Port of Houston of continuing
as one of the world’s most modern ports
and the major container port of the
Gulf," said J. P. Turner, Executive
Director.

The $7 million bond issue was bought
by the First National Bank of Chicago
at an effective interest rate of 5.670326
per cent, after bids from nine leading
bond companies were opened by the
Port Colnmission. This is part of a $16
million bond program endorsed by the

(Continued on Page 21)

The vast expanse of transit sheds and open wharves and industrial park
and container marshalling yards, which have been a large part of the Port
of Houston’s multi-million dollar building program over the last 13 years,

are dramatically shown in this recent aerial photo. In 1956 most of the
land below the Public Grain Elevator (background right) was nothing but
a jungle of trees and undergrowth.
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Another In A Series

Meet O. Haft

He’s President Ill
Purl ~levedurinq

BY LLOYD GREGORY

Information Director

SEVEN years of experience as a longshoreman on Port of

Houston docks serves him well as president of Port Stevedor-
ing Company, Inc., O. H. Hall declares.

"I was fresh of[ tile farm when I came to the: Port of
Houston; working as a longshoreman taught me a lot about
loading and unloading ships," Mr. Hall said.

Port Stevedoring operates in Houston, Galveston and Free-
port. An independent company, its services are available to
any steamship line. Bill Teidt is vice president. The Houston
office is 901 World Trade building.

Port Stevedoring specializes in handling of steel from
Europe. It serves 13 steamship lines, among them: Cobelfret,
Eurogulf, and Atlantic Shipping.

"The Port of Houston is ideal for handling steel because
of the roomy docks, and the direct discharge from the ship
to docks, rail cars or trucks," Mr. Hall pointed out.

"The first year after buying out Crown Stevedoring in
1963, Port Stevedoring handled 100,000 tons of steel. In
]969, we handled more than 600,000 tons of steel."

Mr. Hall said his company in 1968 purchased a 140-ton
crane for $230,000, and now has on order a 40-ton fork lift
truck which will cost $125,000.

Port Stevedoring handles the loading and unloading of
ships for Orient Overseas Line, which brings in general cargo
and plywood from the Far East, and exports cotton from
ports of Houston and Galveston.

Mr. Hall was born in Harlingen, September 24, 1918,
the son of R. C. Hall, a citrus farmer, and his wife. He was
reared at Edna in Jackson county.

In ]939. Mr. Hall married Miss Mabel Clements, Edna
school teacher. He found work on Port of Houston docks,
and continued until 1943 when he went into the army. On
his return in 19’16, he worked three more years as a long-
shoreman, and in 1948 went to the Strachan Shipping com-
pany as a "walking foreman," supervising loading and un-
loading ships.

In 1960, Mr. Hall went to the Crown Stevedoring company,
which had been organized by P. D. Marchessini. In 1963,
Mr. Hall, Mr. Teidt and other stockholders bought Crown
Stevedoring and formed Port Stevedoring.

Mr. and Mrs. Hall have one daughter, Mrs. Bonnie Dar-
lene Starnes, a University of Houston graduate. They are
Baptists; they live at 12402 Broken Arrow.

Men Who Make The Port of Houston Hum

O. H. HALL

MARCH, 1970 11



Conferring on TEC Terminal expansion plans are,
from the left, Gene Johnson, administrative man-
ager; Joe Hoffman, terminal operations manager;
and Bill France, company secretary. In the back-
ground is the base for a new liquid storage tank.

TEC

I erminuls

Observe

Seeond

Year of

Growth

M
BY H. S. BONNEY

International Relations Representative

ANY PORT OF HOUSTON channel- for storing exotic chemicals, liquid feed
side industries have succeeded in estab-
lishing themselves wit’h a great degree of
success but seldom does one do it as
quickly as TEC Terminals, Inc.

This automated distribution center,
complete with docking facilities for the
Houston Ship Channel, dry and liquid
storage, drumming and packaging ser-
vices, and with truck, rail and water
transportation available, is barely two
years old. Starting with virtually noth-
ing, TEC Terminals--under an efficient,
agressive management--is today a mil-
lion dollar-plus enterprise contributing,
for ’example, in excess of $50,000 an-
nually in local taxes.

Starting with 11 storage tanks in
December of 1967, TEC Terminals’
rapid expansion has resulted in some
48 tanks today with a storage capacity
of almost 25 million gallons. These
tanks, with more being built, are used

supplements, base materials for deter-
gents, drilling mud raw materials and
many more items, both in solid and
liquid form.

The company, starting with three em-
ployees two years ago, now has 25 people
working for it. The original three, Presi-
dent Gene Johnson, Administrative Man-
ager and Company Secretary Bill
France, and Terminal Operations Man-
ager Joe Hoffman, are the hardcore
management around which the company
grew. TEC Terminals, incidentally, has
a profit-sharlng incentive arrangement
of which some 18 employees take advan-
tage.

TEC Terminals is a young firm in
more ways than one. The average age of
its employees is 32, although among
them they have more than 100 years’ ex-
perience in their field.

This completely integrated distribu-
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Above is IEC Terminal’s dock and waterside facil-
ities as seen from the Houston Ship Channel. At
Right, from top to bottom, are two employees fill-
ing drums, a view from atop a storage tank show-
ing interconnecting pipelines and other tanks, and
an interior view of the warehouse illustrating the
diversity of products TEC can store.

tiou service organization presently is
huilding its own laboratory for quality
control and analysis, especially important
to one of its functions, the blending from
a number of its giant tanks of certain
products for many of its customers. The
laboratory is scheduled for completion
sometime in February.

Shortly over six months ago TEC
Terminals acquired 18 rail tank cars for
shipping purposes, adding yet another
dimension to its broad-based activities.

In addition to storing small amounts
of sophisticated products for the local
market, TEC also has a drumming oper-
ation and a warehouse for storing al-
most any product.

TEC President Gene Johnson says the
reason for his company’s success lies
completely with all of its loyal customer-
eompanies which have supported TEC
Terminals’ efforts during its expansion.
A random check of several of t’hese
companies, however, indicates that their
support has been due largely to TEC’s
ability to get the job done.

One obvious fact is that the two years
of effort by the company has brought to,
and through, the Port of Houston and
Metropolitan Houston and Texas many
thousands of tons of all kinds of ma-
terials which otherwise could have gone
to competing Gulf ports.

It is just such firms as fhis which keep
Houston, its port and its people a dy-
namic and fast growing community of
commercial enterprise.
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PAUL J. TIERNEY, recently resigned Inter-
state Commerce Commissioner, has been
named vice president-general counsel for
the Transportation Association of America,
the T.A.A. President HaroldF. Hammond has
announced. He replaces Robert E. Redding
who served the Transportation Association
of America in that capacity for i0 years
and is now a consultant for the Department
of Transportation on transportation facili-
tation matters. Mr. Tierney’s prime
responsibility will be to help implement
a number of national transportation
policies that are being developed in the
Transportation Association of America.

THE INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION has
issued an order served January 28, 1970,
denying a petition for reconsideration of
their findings served October 13, 1969,
in the matter of "I&S Docket 8423, Can-
cellation of Wharfage Absorption, Gulf and
South Atlantic Ports." The Commission
rules, in substance, that the rail lines
could discontinue absorption of wharfage
charges in connection with those rates
which had been reduced by the amount of
wharfage included therein. This generally
included two factor shipside rates where
the line haul rate and the terminal charges
were published separately. The Commission
found unreasonable, however, the cancella-
tion of absorption of wharfage in con-
nection with any other type shipside rate.
This category generally includes the single
factor shipside rate with the 124 per cwt.
terminal additive built into the rate and
the other type shipside rate which
separately states the 124 additive but
provides for its addition thereto. The
rail lines filed a petition for recon-
sideration of these findings particularly
in connection with the single factor ship-
side rates and sought to obtain permission
to reduce these rates 1½4 cwt. (which they
offered as an average absorption at all
affected ports) and then discontinue the
absorption. The Bureau filed a reply to the
rail petition pointing out among other
things, that they formerly absorbed i~
cwt. on general import traffic and 2%4 cwt.
on export traffic at the Texas ports.
There was little or no opposition from the
East Gulf ports since their wharfage is
generally lower than the Texas ports. The
only recourse left to the rail lines

before the I.C.C. is to file another
petition with the Commission seeking to
have the matter declared of "General
Transportation Importance." The denial by
the Commission, unless otherwise stayed,
becomes effective March 12, 1970.

H.R. BILL 10293 PROPOSES TO AMEND PART 1
OF THE INTERSTATE COMMERCE ACT by author-
izing railroads to publish rates for use
by common carriers only. This bill, now
the subject of hearings by the Sub-
Committee on Transportation and Aeronautics
of the House Interstate and Foreign
Commerce Committee, will authorize con-
tracts between freight forwarders and
railroads, not necessarily related to those
available to private shippers. Strong
opposition to this bill has been stated by
Chairman George M. Stafford of the Inter-
state Commerce Commission and Chairman
Fred H. Tolan of the National Industrial
Traffic League’s Legislative Committee.
Mr. Stafford’s objections were based on
rates published by the railroads as an
accommodation to freight forwarders, making
the new legislation not necessary and upon
the character of the freight forwarders
as shippers in relationship to the rail-
roads. Mr. Tolan pointed out that shippers
are convinced freight forwarders would
retain any profits obtained by reducing
rail rates as they have done since 1960.
Mr. Tolan’s substantiating figures showed
that: (i) freight forwarder tonnage has
not increased since 1942, although TOFC,
etc., was supposed to increase tonnage;
(2) size of the average shipment was in-
creased (indicating that freight forwarders
were not the "white knight" in handling
small shipments);(5) forwarder rates 
increased 88% from 1950 and cost of pur-
chased transportation had only increased
4% (savings not passed back to the
shippers); (4) forwarders extremely profit-
ablem49% increase in profit after taxes
during 1968; and (5) in 1968 the rate 
return on investment was 22% (similar high
ratios for earlier years were also given).
Upon completion of Mr. Tolan’s testimony,
the Interstate Commerce Commission
Chairman was recalled and it was at this
time he offered to conduct a comprehensive
investigation into the status of freight
forwarders and their relationship to
railroads.

14 PORT OF HOUSTON MAGAZINE



Cargo On The Move At The Port of Houston

This 57 ton desalter was ~oaded aboard the
CIUDAD DE ARMENIA of the Flota Mercante
Grancolomblana recently for shipment to Arthur
G. McKee Co. in Barranquilla, Colombia. E. S.
Binnings & Co. are agents for the Grancolom-
biana Line in the Gulf and Stone Forwarding Co.
handled the documentation.

This gas compressor, weighing in at almost
100 tons, was manufactured by Southwest In-
dustries of Houston, a subsidiary of Ingersoll
Rand Company. The heavy lift is going aboard
the Danish flag vessel MISSOURI, owned by
Nordana Line, which is represented locally by
Furness, Withy & Company. The crated machinery
is destined for Benghazi.

One thousand tons of bagged ammophos was loaded last month aboard
the S/$ DIANA, bound far South America, at the modern new Cargo
Carriers, Inc. terminal on the Houston Ship Channel. The terminal has the
capacity to store 40,000 tons of bagged and bulk commodities. Imported
molasses used by feed manufacturers is received at the terminal. Facilities
include a barge slip with high speed unloading equipment, warehouse space
with screening and bagging facilities, wharves and conveyors to load ocean
vessels and docks to handle rail cars and trucks.

Part of a huge 123,210-square-foot building complex for the manufacture
of Citroen automobiles in Arica, Chile, was loaded aboard a ship of the
Gulf-South America Line at the Port of Houston recently. The special-design
two-building complex was fabricated in eight weeks by Stran-Steel Corpora-
tion’s Houston plant and shipped from Houston through the Panama Canal.
Stran-Steel, a subsidiary of National Steel Corporation, has been manufac-
turing such pre-engineered steel structures for more than a quarter of o
century.
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STATISTICS
The following statistics on imports and exports through the Port of Houston were

derived from the U.S. Bureau of Census data. Individuals and companies desiring
commodity data may obtain more detailed information from the World Trade
Library at the Port of Houston.

DECEMBER 1969 FOREIGN TRADE CARGO MOVEMENT THRU THE PORT OF HOUSTON
BY COUNTRY OR AREA OF ORIGIN OR DESTINATION

IMPORTS INTO HOUSTON

Country Liner Tramp Tanker Total Tons $ Value Liner

EXPORTS FROM HOUSTON

Tramp Tanker Total Tons $ Value
Canada .0 46,068.5 .0 46,068.5 880,207 1,388.6Mexico 1,702.2 14,858.7 13,322.3 29,383.2 1,936,067 575.3Guatemala 253.7 38.4 .0 292.1 247,437 1,381.7British Honduras .0 .0 .0 .0 -- 26.7Salvador 277.2 .0 .0 277.2 240,511 509.7Honduras 443.1 251.2 .0 694.3 255,432 1,010.3Nicaragua 50.0 .0 .0 50.0 140,148 1,149.8Costa Rica .0 .0 .0 .0 -- 703.7Panama .0 .0 21,117.5 21,117.5 415,161 2,038.9Haiti .0 .0 .0 .0 -- 127.4Dominican Republic 221.3 .0 .0 221.8 179,555 947.8Caribbean Area 6.9 .0 14,688.3 14,695.2 335,466 3,542.2North America Subtotal 2,954.9 61,216.8 49,128.1 113,299.8 4,629,934 13,452.1

4,973.1 .0 6,361.7 2,771,563
4,896.0 1,710.2 7,181.5 1,380,319

.0 428.0 1,809.7 424,830

.0 .0 26.7 9,516

.0 1,475.5 1,985.2 449,399

.0 .0 1,010.3 128,373
25.2 .0 1,175.0 166,808

271.8 .0 975.5 470,203
.0 .0 2,088.9 1,179,405

43.8 .0 171.2 26,556
2,743.4 17,460.2 21,151.4 1,869,313
1,908.2 12,107.0 17,557.4 1,868,132

14,861.5 33,180.9 61,494.5 10,744,417
Colombia 4,418.5 .0 7,029.0 11,447.5 3,689,358 2,627.3Venezuela 722.4 11.1 41,081.7 41,815.2 1,162,695 17,377.2Guyana & Surinam .0 20.0 .0 20.0 2,333 822.1Ecuador 28.2 .O 18,256.0 18,284.2 325,340 812.7Peru 4,037.2 1,300.4 4,331.3 9,668.9 1,524,153 922.1Bolivia .0 .0 .0 .0 1,644 1,114.8Chile 23.0 3,069.5 .0 8,097.5 71,975 4,624.2Brazil %641.0 3,108.5 11,380.3 16,129.8 1,791,913 22,592.8Pa ragu ay 228.7 .0 .O 223.7 36,084 123.6Uruguay .0 .0 .0 .0 -- 446.1Argentina 2,324.0 3,893.1 .0 6,222.1 301,526 4,158.8South America Subtotal 13,428.0 16,407.6 82,078.3 111,913.9 9,407,021 55,621.7

.0 25,667.9 28,295.2 2,235,435
13,740.0 3,650.7 34,767.9 6,984,549

.0 .0 822.1 319,556
1,153.6 .0 1,966.3 1,397,113

603.7 1,789.0 3,314.8 1,729,236
.0 .0 1,114.8 492,442
¯ 0 275.2 4,899.4 1,272,596

134,822.5 21,603.5 179,018.8 19,940,307
.0 .0 123.6 13,663
.0 .0 446.1 86,971
.0 1,971.4 6,130.2 3,745,774

150,319.3 54,957.7 260,899.2 29,217,642
Iceland .0 .0 .0 .0 -- 28.3Sweden 776.3 3,876.4 .0 4,652.7 1,283,005 1,625.9Norway 527.9 .6 .0 528.5 170,344 326.0Finland 3,660.6 .0 .0 3,660.6 503,512 742.1Denmark 207.6 84.6 .0 291.8 377,208 492.5United Kingdom 3,188.5 6,743.0 .0 9,931.5 3,341,460 7,848.0Ireland 2.8 .4 .0 3.2 6,759 .6Netherlands 1,662.9 505.4 .0 2,168.3 714,207 10,757.8Belgium 4,069.3 15,614.6 .0 19,683.9 4,234,488 2,930.5France 1,702.2 15,509.5 21.3 17,233.0 2,597,144 4,903.7W. Germany 3,130.0 18,820.3 .0 21,950.3 9,376,184 22,416.0Austria 46.6 169.3 .0 215.9 94,774 134.1Czechoslovakia 38.2 1.0 .0 39.2 44,338 92.2Switzerland 10.5 175.0 .0 185.5 65,611 879.7Spain 1,293.8 11.8 .0 1,305.6 695,762 2,519.3Portugal 731.3 .0 .0 731.3 95,331 502.9Italy 2,272.6 299.3 10,917.2 13,489.1 2,173,494 9,653.8Yugoslavia 32.5 .0 .0 32.5 27,902 20.1Greece 71.0 .0 .0 71.0 39,451 399.3Rumania .0 .0 .0 .0 -- 481.9Turkey .0 .0 .0 .0 -- 127.1Eastern Europe 81.4 2,437.4 .0 2,518.8 297,882 1,407.1Other Europe .0 .0 .0 .0 -- 36.3Europe Subtotal 23,505.6 64,248.6 10,938.5 98,692.7 26,138,906 68,325.7

.0 .0 28.3 6,206

.0 1,690.6 3,316.5 995,312
1,961.5 .0 2,287.5 203,372

.0 .0 742.1 241,685

.0 .0 492.5 228,867
3,049.2 12,764.9 23,662.1 4,566,268

.0 .0 .6 6,000
139.7 27,604.1 33,501.6 7,428,354

27,000.7 3,717.0 33,648.2 3,214,990
20,284.2 1,704.1 26,892.0 3,478,652

4.5 5,485.7 27,906.2 6,296,742
.0 2,109.9 2,244.0 395,517
¯ 0 .0 92.2 35,960

.0 .0 879.7 362,615

.0 22,362.6 25,381.9 1,808,739
.0 .0 502.9 110,136
.0 4,172.6 13,826.4 2,284,814

11,240.6 .0 11,260.7 1,013,789
.0 .0 399.3 137,685
.0 .0 481.9 535,514
.0 5,971.6 6,098.7 417,924
.0 .0 1,407.1 646,956
.0 .0 36.8 23,397

63,680.4 88,083.1 220,089.2 34,439,494
I ran 12.8 .0 .0 12.3 25,567 305.0Israel 42.0 16.0 .0 58.0 43,007 3,042.6Jordan .0 .0 .0 .0 -- 231.2Other Near East 9.9 .0 .0 9.9 4,000 556.8Arabia R, Persian Gulf .0 .0 .0 .0 -- 13,447.6India 1,521.3 283.5 .0 1,804.8 694,137 25,218.2Pakistan 1,499.7 277.9 .0 1,777.6 524,814 503.0Thailand 161.7 .O .0 161.7 69,797 6,534.4South Vietnam .2 .0 .0 .2 1,029 9,050.8Malaysia 1,911.0 148.4 .0 2,059.4 135,092 597.1Singapore 12.9 .0 .0 12.9 9,760 1,327.5Indonesia 10.7 .0 .0 10.7 4,876 15,725.4Philippines 191.6 .0 .0 191.6 54,216 890.5Korea Republic 104.8 1,249.4 .0 1,354.2 338,843 5,397.9Hong Kong 199.8 .1 .0 199.9 235,760 1,391.8Republic of China 1,110.9 46.5 .0 1,157.4 375,227 2,206.8Japan 17,528.7 19,605.2 1,118.6 38,252.5 7,358,970 12,388.9Nansei Nanpo Islands .0 .0 90.3 90.3 15,610 9.6Other S. &. S.E. Asia 90.9 .0 .0 90.9 77,819 290.2Asia Subtotal 24,408.9 21,627.0 1,208.9 47,244.8 9,968,524 99,615.3

.0 .0 805.0 560,756
71,909.7 .0 74,952.3 4,259,546

.0 .0 231.2 44,376
20,440.0 .0 20,996.8 1,290,292

.0 .0 13,447.6 3,441,597
18,231.3 182,916.2 226,415.7 13,747,327

28.3 .0 531.3 238,818
.0 .0 6,534.4 800,1601,455.4 .0 10,506.2 1,710,507.0 .0 597.1 119,650.0 .0 1,327.5 1,091,907

11,001.6 .0 26,727.0 4,342,663
.0 .0 890.5 348,575

15,983.5 .0 21,381.4 2,198,522
.0 .0 1,391.8 341,615
.0 .0 2,206.8 1,295,386

56,132.1 8,162.9 76,633.9 8,956,853
¯ 0 .0 9.6 16,930

3.9 .0 294.1 479,024
195,235.8 191,079.1 485,930.2 45,284,404

Australia 1,765.3 .0 9,596.9 11,362.2 423,963 3,447.1New Zealand .0 .0 .0 .0 -- 18.5Pacific Islands .0 .0 .0 .0 47.6Australia-Oceania Subtotal 1,765.3 .0 9,596.9 11,362.2 423"~63 3,513.2

.0 .0 3,447.1 1,622,775

.0 .0 18.5 2,959

.0 .0 47.6 3,534

.0 .0 3,513.2 1,629,26R
Libya .2 .0 .0 .2 595 3,336.5Egypt .0 .0 .0 .0Other Northern Africa 116.2 .0 .0 116.2 100"~20

974.3
10,986.8Ivory Coast 781.3 .0 .0 781.3 486,662 42.2Ghana 58.8 .0 .0 58.8 7,721 3,897.6Nigeria 16.1 .0 .0 16.1 22,683 5,905.7Liberia .0 37,290.0 .0 37,290.0 379,904 531.8Congo 39.1 .0 .O 39.1 18,602 618.1Angola 309.6 .O .0 309.6 220,748 453.4Other Western Africa .7 .0 .0 .7 706 2,052.6Ethiopia .0 .0 .0 .0 -- 4.7Uganda 1,075.2 .0 .0 1,075.2 682,400 .0Kenya &. Tanzania 390.4 .0 .0 390.4 292,436 905.8Mozambique 21.2 .0 .0 21.2 4,000 81.4Republic of South Africa 865.7 4,570.7 13,496.0 18,932.4 825,370 7,717.2All Other Africa 430.3 .0 .0 430.3 400,394 729.2Africa Subtotal 4,104.8 41,860.7 13,496.0 59,461.5 3,442,641 38,237.3

.0 .0 3,336.5 5,317,806.0 .0 974.3 1,028,322.0 .0 10,986.8 4,508,905.O .0 42.2 21,592.0 .0 3,897.6 641,363.0 .0 5,905.7 2,227,959
4,776.4 .0 5,303.2 1,001,875.0 .0 618.1 124,692.0 .0 453.4 387,809.0 .0 2,052.6 390,868

.0 .0 4.7 5,646.0 .0 .0 m

.0 .0 905.8 171,373

.0 .0 81.4 63,002

.0 5,408.8 13,126.0 2,714,835

.0 .0 729.2 217,689
4,776.4 5,408.8 48,422.5 18,823,736

Port of Houston Totals 70,167.5 205,360.7 166,446.7 441,974.9 54,011,039 278,765.3
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428,873.9 372,709.6 1,080,348.8 140,138,961
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The Container Revolution
Started At Port of Houston

In 1955, Pan Atlantic Steamship
Corp., the company that was soon to
change its name to Sea-Land Service,
Inc., was a steady visitor to the Port
of Houston.

Operating in traditional breakl)ulk
service, Pan Atlantic operated regularly
between Houston and East Coast ports
in a strictly domestic operation.

Within a year, however, Houston and
Sea-Land ushered in a new transporta-
tion concept so daring that it has rev-
olutionized the entire transportation
industry : containerization.

On a dav in May, 1956 a converted
T-2 tanker carrying 60 containers full
of goods called for the first time ever
on a major port city, Houston.

It was the start of what was to be-
come a long and happy relationship be-
tween Sea-Land and Houston.

But today the relationship while still
a happy one is far different from the one
that existed I4 years ago. Where once
vessels called on Houston in domestic

service, fully containerized Sea-Land
vessels carrying as many as 226 eon-
/ainers on a single ship now tie Houston
directly to a worldwide network of ports
that serves 24 foreign nations.

On a typical day, hundreds of Sea-
Land containers loaded with the goods
and products produced in Texas and
surrounding areas marshall at Houston’s
modern port facilities for shipment not
only to East and West Coast ports, but
to Puerto Rico, other Caribbean Islands,
and North Atlantic, Mediterranean,
Scandinavian, and United Kingdom
ports.

Conversely, Houston has become a
major port for incoming ships loaded
with Sea-Land containers from these
same areas, as well as from Japan,
Korea, Hong Kong, Taiwan and Pan-
ama.

At the present time, Sea-Land owns
or operates some 47 containerships,
owns 37,000 open-top, dry cargo, tem-
perature-controlled, insulated, ventilated,
flat-bed and bulk liquid container and

matching chassis amt serw~s 3d. ports
worldwide.

Ew~n with its vast number of ships,
trailers and equipment, Sea-Land can-
not provide all the serwces that fast-
growing industries demand in the fichl
of containerization. So, in addition to
its own coverage, it has interchange
agreements with ahnost 3,000 trucking
and railroad companies in North Amer-
ica, Europe, the Far East and the Carib-
bean.

Sea-Land’s mfique owwseas service is
aeeomplishcd via its relay system at
Elizabeth, New Jersey, where container-
ized cargo is sorted and loaded for the
various world trade routes, or cargo
coming in from those trade routes is
sorted for delivery to domestic ports.

This means that refrigerated citrus
fruit from the Rio Grande Valley of
Texas can go by refrigerated container
direct to Houston, be loaded for Eliza-
beth and then transhipped to grapefruit-
loving Netherlanders in Rotterdam on a
through bill of lading. The same goes
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A Sea-Land van seems incongruously out of proportion at this busy inter-
section in bustling London. Vans from Houston can be shipped to London
or any other city in the United Kingdom without ever being opened from
time of loading to time of discharge at destination.

All kinds of cargo moves in containers, from fish nets to whiskey. This
antique coach once used by the House of Hanover was loaded oboard a
giant box in Germany and shipped to a collector in Houston, arriving in
the same condition as it was loaded.

for petro-ehemicals from Beaumont
destined for Hamlmrg or for countless
other commodities in the Port of Hous-
ton’s trade area destined for ports all
over tile world.

There are 29 bill of lading ports on
the four principal overseas routes served
by Sea-Land, and tile entire network
is an efficient, precislon-like operation
where containers can move on certain
vessels from one major trade area to
another and then be routed to smaller
ports on feeder ships.

The complex routes, however, are but
a part of the services offered. A wide
variety of Sea-Land-owned equipment
is available to its customers. This in-
cludes not only the conventional dry
cargo vans but open-topped vans, tem-
perature-controlled containers and bulk
liquid tanks.

Each of these containers is 35 feet
long, easily mounted or unmounted from
the truck chassis and fits precisely into
the specially-built trailersilips’ shaft-like
holds. Controlled-temperature containers
are carried on deck for easy accessi-
bility.

With special cranes, such as the one
owned by the Port of Houston and
leased to Sea-Land, each container can
be loaded or unloaded in an average of
two minutes. The resultant economies
in these operations are then passed on
to Sea-Land’s customers.

Officials of Sea-Land take pride in
offering what they term "a complete
~rviee, combining low waterway rates
with the eonwmienee of door-to-door
pickup and deliw~ry."

Thanks to Houston’s modern port fa-
cilities and Sea-Land’s unique operating
principles--a chassis for every con-
tainer, one-on, one-off loading and un-
loading, and interline agreements with
railroads and truckers--Houston area

shippers and consignees are assured of
a door-to-door transportation system un-
equalled in speed and eflCicielmv. And
they reeeiw, the automatic ber{etit of
minimum pilferage and damage.

There can be little doubt that Hm,stm~
played a part in transportation history
lhat day in 1956. All one has to do
is trace tt~e rise and popularity of con-
lainerization since that time.

For example, it is generally conceded

A cargo of whiskey brought in directly from
Elizabeth is checked out at the busy Sea-Land
terminal in Houston fallowing discharge from a
container ship.
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From out on the catwalk of the huge crane’s arm, this photo looks down
into the hold of a container ship as one of the containers is loaded aboard.

The Port of Houston grain elevator looms in the background, adjacent to
the 17.5 acre headquarters and marshalling yard of Sea-Land at Houston,
as the containership BEAUREGARD loads and discharges at City Dock 16.

that more than half of the non-bulk
freight on the North Atlantic is moving
in containers. And it is expected by
some that in the 1970’s more than half
the non-bulk Pacific freight will also
be containerized.

As further proof, one need only view
the f)roliferation of transportation com-
panies offering some sort of contain-
crized shipping to their customers--in
Europe, the Far East, and most for-
ttmately right here in the United States.

The "Age of tile Container" is al-
most completely a story of the 1960’s
although it all began with the unloading
of the modified T-2 tanker SS MAX-
TON with its 60 containers at the Port
of Houston’s City Dock 16 in early
1956.

Until 1957 the container ships were
a modified affair, but in October of
that year, the first of the self-suflficient
container ships, the SS GATEWAY
with specially built two shipboard trav-

cling cranes aboard, called at the Port
of Houston.

By 1959 the company had six ships
and more than 4.,000 container vans in
operation. In 1960 Pan-Atlantic changed
to Sea-Land, the firm name it has
borne ever since.

In the ’60’s many of the major ports
in the U. S. acquired land-based con-
tainer cranes, such as the Port of Hous-
ton’s Paceco portainer gantry, which
made loading and unloading even faster
and making the ships with the traw~ling
gantry cranes available for work in
overseas ports without such facilities.

At the Port of Houston Sea-Land nut
only leases the Port’s Paceco crane but
some 17.5 acres of land in the Port’s
Industrial District imnwdiatelv behind
and adjacent to the wharves where the
venerable container company has offices,
a loading warehouse and enough park-
ing space to hold hundreds of Sea-Land
trucks and container trailers.

Overseeing Sea-Land’s operations in
the Houston area are Southwest Opera-
tions Manager W. J. Haralson, and Ter-
minal Manager John l)ean with the
assistance of Southwest Sales Manager
A. T. Leigh and North Atlantic Sales
Manager William "Bill" Gibson.

Walkie-talkies coordinate the action on City
Dock 16 as the trucks come down with containers
for loading and carry others up the hill to Sea-
Land’s marshalling yard for distribution to their
ultimate destination. Bill Tullos here keeps in
touch with activities aboard ship and up at the
terminal to see that the more than 600 boxes
involved, those that come off and those that go
on, move in an orderly fashion.
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Sales Staff
For Port Is
Strengthened

In a move to consolidate and
strengthen its Houston-based sales
offices, the Port of Houston has moved
its veteran Chicago manager, Hume A.
Henderson, to Houston where he will
continue as district sales manager cover-
ing the midwest territory of Missouri,
lowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois,
Michigan and Ohio.

At the same time C. A. l{ousser, Jr.,
for marly years a sales representative
out of Houston, was promoted to district
sales manager in charge of the Okla-
homa, Colorado and Kansas trade ter-
ritory. John Weiler, a 16-year veteran
with the Port of Houston, will continue
as district sales manager covering North
and East Texas and the Pacific Coast.

The purpose of the consolidation is
better to utilize an experienced sales
staff operating out of a home base,
H. M. Broadnax, general sales manager
explained in making the announcement.

’°The effectiveness of a sales manager
is greatly enhanced by his proximity to
the port and its day-to-day operations,"
he said. "There are constant changes in
policy and operations techniques in the
sophisticated world trade picture of to-
day, and whenever possible the sales-
man should be close to his port to keep
familiar with the tonnage handled and
new methods involved."

Broadnax stated that the New York
sales office, under District Sales Man-

Meeting at the Port of Houston sales office are, from the left, seated, John Weiler, district sales
manager; H. M. Broadnax, general sales manager; standing, District Sales Managers C. A. Rousser, Jr.
and Hume A. Henderson.

ager Edward P. Moore, assisted by
Frank Ward, would continue to cover
the Eastern markets and trade offices
concentrated in that area, but with field
trips to Houston to further their famil-
iarization with new developments.

"Houston is the fastest developing
port on the Gulf in the container field,
with the only container crane operating
on the Gulf," Broadnax said. "This
alone requires our staff to be closer to

the scene to acquaint themselves with
this fast-changing picture as more and
more cargo is handled in this manner."

On the international scene, Port of
Houston sales executives will make an-
other concerted call on European ac-
counts in Germany, the Low Countries,
Scandinavia and the United Kingdom.
Deputy Director George W. Altvater
and Broadnax leave in May on a three-
week tour of the area, following up an
earlier tour by Altvater a few years ago.

First class American flag service with fre(
from U.S. Gulf ports, Vera Cruz and Tam
Caribbean, Brazil, Uruguay and Argen-
tina. Every two weeks to West Africa
from U.S. Gulf. \

uent sailings
~ico to the

Modern cargo liners offering dependable express
services for refrigerated, bulk, dry, liquid, heavy-lift,
containerized and general cargoes¯

Delta Steamship Lines, Inc., P.O. Box 50250, New Orleans, La. 70150
New York ¯ Washington ¯ Chicago ° Houston ¯ Mobile

LONGHORN
TRANSFER SERVICE, INC.
SPECIALIZING--IMPORT/EXPORT TRUCKING
7112 Avenue C Houston, Texas

926-2661
"Perfection in Performance is Achieved Only

by Experience"

Environmental
Technology Division,
Shilstone Testing
Laboratory, Inc.

Pollution problems investiga-
tions-Air and water pollution sam-
piing -- Laboratory analyses-- Waste
treatability and reuse studies--Control
recommendations-Consultation with
abatement design engineers. Other
environmental testing services.

Established 1901
]714 West Capitol Avenue Houston, Texas 77007 (713) 224.2047
814 Conti Street New Orleans, Louisiana 70112 (504) 524-8395
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