


Containers
are cheaper
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This map graphically outlines the area where it is
definitely cheaper to ship containers through the
Port of Houston than a major East Gulf port. The
TOFC Plan 111/2, Freight All Kinds, rates will apply
on containerized cargo, either import or export.
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Houston is the only port in the Gulf with two giant
container cranes and with regular service to the
East Coast and Europe. Tell us your cargo problem
and we will give you the facts on how you can save
money and time.

ContainerPort of the Gulf
P. O. Box 2562, Houston, Texas 77001
Telephone (713) 225-0671
Field Service Office: 25 Broadway
New York 10004
Telephone (212) 269-7747 555



do you
\

when skirts were long ? cars were puddle jumpers?

when an ITT Tug helped the
"Constitution" up the
Houston Ship Channel?

INTRACOASTAL
TOT~VING
& TRANSPORTATION CORP.

Houston ¯ Galveston
Freeport ¯ Corpus Christi
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DEEP WATER SITE FOR SALE
1700’ ON HOUSTON SHIP CHANNEL

Southern Pacific Rail * Inside Houston Switching Limits *

Immediate Access To Both Sides of Ship Channel * Adjacent

to Washburn Tunnel * Concrete Streets * The Choicest

Remaining Tract on The Channel * Level Topography

Priced For Immediate Sale

Brochure Available

For Further Information Contact

GLANVILLE-MABRAY & ASSOCIATES
802 EASTERN AIRLINES BUILDING

ONE GREENWAY PLAZA DRIVE HOUSTON. TEXAS 77046 (713) 622-8155

Attention: Thomas G. Mabray

SERVICES
FROM HOUSTON
and other
Gulf ports
INDIA SERVICE
Karachi ¯ Bombay ̄ Colombo
Madras ̄  Calcutta ¯ Rangoon

World Wide Cargo Services from
All Coasts of the United States
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Baltimore
Boston
Brownsville
Buffalo
Chicaso
Cleveland
Dallas

Detroit
Galveston
Houston
Long Beach
Los Angeles
Memphis
Mobile

New Orleans
New York
Norfolk
Philadelphia
San Francisco
Seattle
Washington, D. C.

BERTH AGENTS

COTTON EXCHANGE BLDG., HOUSTON
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Serving
the
Gulf Coast
Since
1880

CORPUS CHRISTI ¯ TEXAS CITY

GALVESTON ¯ FREEPORT ¯ HOUSTON
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The Sanko Line’s RYOKO MARU added a touch of color to the Port of Houston
as it unloaded a cargo of cars recently. The Port’s Inspection Vessel SAM
HOUSTON is in the foreground. For more about Sanko Line see Page 16.
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Direct to the Far East every week. Direct to Europe every fortnight,
Now Seatrain’s expanding container-
ship service unites Gulf port shippers
with Continental Europe and the Far
East through a closer and more con-
venient service.

Seatrain sails from Houston/New
Orleans direct to Rotterdam, Bremer-
haven, Felixstowe and Le Havre fort-
nightly. And on to 24 other European
ports via connecting Seatrain service.

Every 7 days, a special Seatrain
container train departs from the Gulf
for the West Coast, where your ship-
ment meets our modern, fast express

ships for service to Japan and the Far
East.

It’s the fastest container trip there
is to Japan. Because ours is truly a di-
rect U.S. Gulf service. Nearly twice as
fast as any service through the Pan-
ama Canal.

And a single through bill of lading
does it.

Either way, Seatrain’s Texas-size
40 foot containers cut loading and
unloading costs.

Either way, there’s no chassis
shortage.

Either way, Seatrain service works
like clockwork. Because your goods
are traveling on part of an integrated
global transportation system, de-
signed to keep shipments moving at
maximum speed, minimum cost.

To get on board Seatrain’s new
Orient and Occident Expresses out of
Houston and New Orleans, contact
your nearest Seatrain office today..

Seatrain~
THE CARGONAUTS

SEATRAIN LINKS THE FOLLOWING PORTS ON DIRECT CALL BASIS OR BY INTERCONNECTING WITH ITS OWN VESSELS. Atlantic Service: Aarhus, Amsterdam, Antwerp,
Belfast, Bilbao, Bordeaux, Bremen, Bremerhaven, Copenhagen, Dublin, Felixstowe, Gdynia, Gothenburg, Greenoek, Hamburg, Helsingborg, Helsinki, Le Havre, Lenin-
grad, Lisbon, Liverpool, Malmo, Norrkopingr Odense, Oporto, Oslo, Rotterdam, Stockholm, Zeebrugge. Caribbean Service: Kingston, Mayaguez, Montego Bay, Ponce, Port-
au-Prince, San Juan, Santo Domingo, Virgin Islands. Pacific Service: Guam, Hawaii, Hong Kong, Kobe, Kwajalein, Nagoya, Osaka, Shimizo, Taiwan, Tokyo, Yokohama.
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In the photo at right, Phase I of the Port of
Houston Authority’s new Barbours Cut facility is
progressing on the second trestle of the U-head
pier being built to accommodate both LASH
(Lighter Aboard Ship) vessels as well as full con.
talner ships, or a combination of both. When
completed by year’s end, the container trailers
can move out one trestle to the pier, unload and
load and then proceed back to shore where a
container marshalling yard is to be built in the
land area between the two trestles. Work on this
will begin momentarily to be ready for the first
of the Delta Steamship Line’s new ships due at
Barbours Cut early next year. The mooring dol-
phins are off either end of the pier with addi-
tlona! stanchions before and behlnd them to enable
the huge vessels to moor properly, in Phase II of
the Barbours Cut project the wooded area on the
left side of the Barbours Cut Channel will be
cleared to provide two docks with four container
cranes and two marshalling yards behind, with a
barge fleeting area immediately adjacent to the
U-head pier. Phase III will see completion of
facilities further in and around the turning basin
at rear and down the opposite side of the chan-
nel at right.

Container/Barge Terminal Work
Progressing At Barbours Cut

With the opening of its new terminal
at Barbours Cut to handle both LASH
and full container vessels, the Port of
Houston has moved into a new phase of
development to meet the changing needs
of today’s water-borne cargo movements.

Lying but 25 miles inland from the
Gulf and an equal distance down-chan-
nel from the present Port of Houston fa-
cilities, Barbours Cut is Houston’s
answer to the sea barge/container chal-
lenge and is moving rapidly ahead
within a pattern of continuing construc-
tion.

The present U-shaped mooring pier is
300 feet long and stretches 500 feet into
Barbours Cut, at its entrance off the
south side of the Ship Channel where the
Channel meets Galveston Bay. Mooring
dolphins are capable of handling vessels
900 feet and more in length. Nearby is
a fleeting area for marshalling the
barges being loaded and unloaded by
the giant LASH vessels.
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The 875 foot, 43,000 ton Dutch flag
vessel BILDERDYK of the Combi Line
(a combination of the Holland-America
and the German Hapag-Lloyd AG) in-
augurated the new Barbours Cut facility
the end of June, handling approximately
10,000 tons of import and export cargo
abroad its fleet of barges in one and one
half working days.

A sister ship in the Combi Line ser-
vice, the German flag vessel MUNCHEN,
is due in November and the first of the
year the American flag Delta Steamship
Lines will begin service to Barbours Cut
with its new 45,000 ton, 900 foot combi-
nation LASH and container vessels.

Work is right on schedule for the
Barbours Cut facilities to handle this
joint container/barge movement with a
container marshalling yard under con-
struction at the base of the U-head pier.
Phase II of the construction will include
two wharves each 1,000 feet long with
accompanying container cranes, mar-

shalling yards, rail and storage facilities
and additional barge fleeting areas.

When Barbours Cut finally is com-
pleted several years hence more than
$100 million will have gone into its de-
velopment. It will cover some 600 acres
with berthing space for 20 of the giant
LASH and full container ships with all
the attendant facilities required for fleet-
ing, marshalling, loading and unloading,
and truck and rail movements.

With a depth of 40 feet, the man-
made mile and one half long Barbours
Cut makes the Port of Houston unique
in the Gulf, if not in the nation, with its
ideal, protected inland location, yet
within a short run from open water. It is
served by rail through a network of six
major trunklines feeding out all over the
nation, and is the hub of more than 40
interstate truck lines. It also is a key
point on the Intracoastal Canal and the
entire inland waterways system reaching
up into the Mississippi, Ohio and Mis-
souri River valleys.



LIFE

OF A

PILOT IS

DEMANDING

p ILOTS--those men who have taken
ships in and out of ports and har-

bors almost since first ships sailed--are
a knowledgeable, hardy and cool-headed
lot.

Members of the Houston Pilots As-
sociation are no exception and, in fact,
have been credited by Houston mari-
time veterans whith having what is per-
haps the finest safety record of any
major U. S. port.

These 42 men--nearly all of them
former deepsea or tugboat captains with
many years’ experience--bring the great
ships up and down the 50 mile Houston
Ship Channel and the Port of Houston
with aplomb and apparent ease.

What belies this appearance is that
the ships they pilot often have 60-foot,
70-foot and even wider beams and are
confined to a channel with a 300 to 400-
foot width. Though mnch straightened
out over the years, the channel still has
its twists and turns that are extremely
tricky for vessels running all the way
from 300 to 800 feet in length.

One of the things which makes be-
lievers of skeptics in the pilots’ excep-
tional abilities and skills is to watch two
opposite-bound vessels approaching one
another in a narrow portion of the can-
nel.
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By HENRY S. BONNEY
International Relations

Representative

Over the years the Houston pilots
have perfected a technique for such
situations which involves a direct, head-
on approach until, at what appears to be
the last possible moment, each ship
veers to the right and then straightens
back up. This maneuver creates walls of
water pressure between each ship and
the sides of the Ship Channel, as well as
a wall of water between the two ships,
lmlding them safely apart.

While this technique is perfectly safe
and proved, it has been known to leave
a ship’s captain new to the Port of
Houston, or a casual observer on tile
bridge of one of the vessels, somewhat
shaken.

CONTRARY TO POPULAR belief a pilot
seldom, if ever, touches the wheel of

the ship he is guiding in or out. Even as
tile ship’s master hardly ever puts a hand
to the wheel, so it is with the pilot who
passes instructions to the captain or first
officer on the bridge who, in turn, re-
lays it to the helmsman, usually an ordi-
nary seaman, for execution.

This procedure serves two purposes.
One is that it insures that the pilot’s in-
structions, which are always verbally
repeated by the bridge officer and the
helmsman, are understood correctly, and

The size of the tanker meeting the HELLENIC
STAR where the Houston Ship Channel crosses
Galveston Bay isn’t impressive until it is compared
to the fairly large shrimp boat just to the left of
the tanker. Also note the beam of the oncoming
ship.

the second purpose is to preserve the au-
thority of the ship’s master, who, alter
all, is still the person responsible for his
ship’s safety. A captain is not obliged to
follow a pilot’s instruction, although any
other response is extremely rare.

CAPTAIN H. JESSE GIBSON, a Houston
pilot who for years was captain of

the Port of Houston Authority’s Inspec-
tion Vessel SAM HOUSTON (and of
whom the pictures on these pages were
taken), explains that the routine for 
pilot is to take a ship out to the open
Gulf of Mexico. There his job is done, he
boards the Houston Pilots Association
boat which stays on station--PILOT #3
--and waits for an incoming ship to
bring back up the channel to Houston.

Captain Gibson, when interviewed,
was following a slightly different pat-
tern. His first ship was to be taken from
the Gulf into the Port of Houston, then
another hack out to sea and, finally, a
third ship back into port.

Only high traffic volume at that time,
and other unusual circumstances, promp-
ted this procedure since Houston Pilots
Association officials arc. extremely cau-
tious abont overworking, and thus over-
fatiguing, their pilot members. Even so,
Captain Gibson was able to rest and

PORT OF HOUSTON MAGAZINE



sleep between two of the vessels aboard
the on-station air-conditioned Pilot :~3
which boasts private rooms, a large gal-
ley and a lounge with easy chairs and
television.

The Houston Pilots Association main-
tains three vessels at the Galveston
Wharves. PILOT ~1 and PILOT (d:2
are used for shuttle boats from landside
to PILOT ~3 which stays on station
--which is to say at sea off Bolivar
Roads, the anchorage for ships waiting
to come into port.

In the normal pattern, PILOT :~:3
comes alongside an outgoing vessel and
while both vessels are still underway the
pilot clambers down tile jacob’s ladder
to the pilot boat where he’ll await the
next incoming ship and board it the
same way in reverse. In high seas and
bad weather, especially at night, this
can be an extremely dangerous proce-
dure.

In Captain Gibson’s case, his wife,
Betty, and one of their three children
drove him by family car to Galveston.
She would then pick him up in Houston
when this tour of duty was completed.
He had a pick-up truck already parked
at the Pilots Wharf from a previous tour
of duty and would either have to make
arrangements to pick it up soon or per-
haps be shuttled in from the on-station
pilot boat when, after taking out a ship,
he would not be scheduled to take an-
other ship back in. Both Captain Gibson
and his wife said that transportation to
the many wharves involved and to two
different cities sometimes proved quite
complicated.

ON THIS TOUR Captain Gibson’s first

ship was the new Hellenic Line’s
general cargo vessel, HELLENIC STAR,
paying her second voyage to Houston,
the nation’s third largest port.

Each pilot carries, along with his per-
sonal items, a walkie-talkie radio with
which he conlmunicates with pilots on
other ships both in and out-bound. This
way everyone knows where every ship
on the Houston Ship Channel is at a
given time, a safety factor not to be
underestimated. Also, pilots can notify
each other of other possible hazards to
be encountered, such as barge tows, peo-
ple working on or near the water or
work being done by machinery in the
Channel.

Houston pilots were the first in the
Gulf to utilize the walkie-talkies for

This view from Houston PILOT #3 shows
the approaching Hellenic Line’s M/V HELLENIC
STAR, a new Greek flag ship making its second
voyage to the Port of Houston. The structure in
the foreground on the bow of PILOT #3 is a
metal platform from which Capt. Gibson will
make his transfer to the much larger general
cargo ship.

Captain Jesse Gibson, aboard one of the Hous-
ton Pilot Association’s three vessels has a last
minute discussion before heading out into the
Gulf of Mexico to await an incoming ship he will
guide some 50 miles up the Houston Ship Channel
to the Port of Houston.

safety, although virtually all ports use
them today.

Sometimes. one of the’, pilot’s most
ticklish jobs is the berthing of the big
vessels. He works closely with the tug-
boat operators, the deck crew and the
men on the landside who help tie up the
vessel with arm-thick lines or ropes.

Unlike many ports which have schools
of one sort or another for its pilots, the
Port of Houston pilots are chosen for
their many years’ experience working on
the Houston Ship Channel. In essence,
they are trained by the school of ex-
perience. However, a new deputy pilot
must undergo a minimum of a year’s ap-
prenticeship, working aboard ships in
tandem with a full-fledged pilot before
he is fully certified to go it alone as a
pilot.

Prior to being accepted by the Hous-
ton Pilots Association each would-be
deputy pilot must have the approval of
the Port Commissioners of the Port of
Houston Authority and the U.S. Coast
Guard. Even before this they must pass
rigid steamship and pilots tests ad-
ministered by the Coast Guard. Pilots
commissions are then given a successful
candidate by the State of Texas over the
signature of the State’s governor.

One pilot, commenting on all that was
involved, the difficulties, the many years
of waiting and, even more often, the dis-
appointments before becoming a Hous-
ton pilot, reflected: "The pay is good,
the work is hard and the responsibilities
are fantastic !"
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MAIDEN VOYAGE VESSELS

ARE PRESENTED PLAQUES

The M/V SHANYO MARU of the Kawasaki
Kisen Kaisha (K-Line), made her first voyage 
the Port of Houston recently carrying a load
of Mazda automobiles. Here Captain Taklno Goro
is shown receiving a plaque commemorating the
maiden voyage, presented jointly by the Port of
Houston and the Junior Chamber of Commerce.
Left to right are Paul MacDonald of the Junior
Chamber; R. Gale Wise, traffic manager of Kerr
Steamship Co., agents for the K-Line; C. E. Bullock,
deputy director for operations of the Port of
Houston, and Toshihiko Asami, director of the
Japan Trade Center in Houston.

Another of Hellenic Line’s new vessels arrived
in the Port of Houston last month, the ultra-
modern HELLENIC STAR, which is one of five
identical sister ships built in Finland for the
Greek flag company. Six additional cargo liners
have been or are being built in Greece under
the expansion program. At ceremonies aboard
the ship Captain Antonios Bachas received a
laminated plaque from the Port of Houston
Authority presented by Ted Sumerlln, editor of
the Port of Houston Magazine. At left is G. E.
Wieckhoff, West Gulf manager of Hellenic. The
14,800 dwt. ton HELLE:NIC STAR has a speed of
20 knots, is 522 feet long with a 72 foot beam
with a 100 ton heavy lift Stulcken derrick. It is
on the U.S. Gulf-Persian Gulf run and carries
twelve passengers in air-conditioned comfort.

The Spanish flag motorship RONCESVALLES
of the Tras-Mex Line was in Houston on her
maiden voyage recently and received a lam-
inated aerial photograph of the Port presented
jointly by the Port of Houston Authority and
the Houston Junior Chamber of Commerce. Here
during the ceremonies are Capt. Gerardo
Larrahaga Bilbao receiving the plaque from
Michael Black, left, of the Junior Chamber. Next
to him is Pedro H. Rodriguez, assistant line man-
ager for Strachan Shipping Co., Houston agents.
Next to Captain Larrahaga is J. R. Curtis, north-
side terminal manager of the Port of Houston
Authority and at right is Jorge Bollo, export man-
ager for Arthur J. Fritz & Co., international
freight forwarders and customs house brokers.

The Polish vessel ZIEMIA LUBELSKA loaded
21,400 tons of wheat for Russia while in Hous-
ton on its maiden voyage and while here Captain
F. Miler was presented a laminated plaque by
the Port of Houston Authority and the Houston
Junior Chamber of Commerce. From left to right
on the bridge of the ship are Frank Hemmen,
manager of the Cargill Grain Elevator; Ray
Boening, Dalton Steamship Corp., agents for
the vessel; Captain Miler; William Laurentz of
Cargill Corp., the shipper, and Joseph Ander-
son of the Houston Junior Chamber of Commerce.
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The Brazilian flag vessel M/V ITAQUATIA of
the Loide Brasilelro Line, made her first trip to
Houston last month, fresh off the ways of the
Brazilian shipyard which built her. For the
occasion Port Commissioner W. D. Haden II
presented a laminated aerial photograph of
the Port to Captain E. A. Mitidieri at a cere-
mony aboard. At the left is Chief Radio Op-
erator Joao Vianna and next to Captain Miti-
dieri is Chief Mate Licio Barreira, with George
Fanning, manager of the West Gulf office of
Roberts Steamship Co., agents.

The ARYA NAZ of the Iranian flag Arya Line,
Norton, Lilly Co., agents, paid its maiden voyage
to the Port of Houston recently and received a
laminated aerial plaque of the Port of Houston
at ceremonies aboard commemorating the occa-
sion. Here from left to right are Michael Smith
of James Hodges Co.; Andrew Hughes, opera-
tions manager of Norton, Lilly & Co. in Houston;
Gordon Murphy of the Junior Chamber of
Commerce, which with the Port of Houston Author-
ity provided the plaque; James Hodges, presi-
dent of the company bearing his name; Captain
E. Langner of the ARYA NAZ and William Rasco,
sales manager in Houston for Norton, Lilly.

The HELLENIC NAVIGATOR, another of the
new ships coming off the ways under a building
program by the Greek flag line, made its maiden
voyage to Houston last month and its master,
Captain ioannis Tsenebis, right, received a lam-
inated aerial photo of the port. Vincent D. Wil-
liams, left, administrative assistant, makes the
presentation. Others in the picture are Bruce Lyle,
computer data processing manager of the Port
Authority; David L. Swearingen, outward freight
manager of Hellenic Lines, and G. E. Wieckhoff,
Hellenlc’s West Gulf manager.

The M/V HAl JUNG of the China Merchants
Steam Navigation Company arrived at the Port
of Houston on her maiden voyage recently to
load wheat. Public Grain Elevator Manager Ken-
neth Roden presented Captain Y. K. Liou with
a laminated aerial photograph of the Port at
ceremonies aboard the 540 foot vessel, third of
three new bulk carriers built for the steamship
company. At left is AI Roevens of Atlantic &
Gulf Stevedores, who loaded the vessel, and at
right ~s Nick Yin of Gulf Coast Shipping Corp.,
agents.

iiii iii~i
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Captain T. Softantzis, center, master of the
470-foot M/V HELLENIC IDEAL, which arrived
at the Port of Houston on her maiden voyage
recently, received an aerial photo plaque in
commemoration of the event from J. R. Curtis,
right, terminal manager-north side, Port of Hous-
ton Authority. Also present was G. E. Wieckhoff,
West Gulf manager of Hellenic Lines. The vessel
is the fourth in a series of six of this type being
built in Hellenic’s expansion and modernization
program.
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Port Says Farewell
To J. P. Turner

il i~i ~¸~ ~ ~

George W. Altvater, executive director of the Port of Houston, laughs over some of the memories
of his long association with Jerry P. Turner, right, whom he succeeded a year ago last May after
many years as sales manager, director of trade development and, finally, deputy director of the
Port of Houston. In lhe foreground is the cake bearing the likeness of a cargo vessel and the legend
"Smooth sailing" written underneath which the staff provided for the farewell party. At left is
Engineering and Planning manager Richard P. Leach who is also a deputy director of the Port.

Mrs. Ivonne Brieger, executive secretary of the Port of Houston Authority, who helped organize
the staff party and farewell coffee for J. P. Turner, left, smiles happily between two of the men
for whom she has worked during her score of years with the Port. The familiar figure at the right
is that of Vernon Bailey who retired from the Port of Houston a few years ago after a career dating
back into the early thirties and which saw him serve twice as acting general manager and for
several years as deputy director before his retirement.

14

J. P. Tnrner left the Port of Houston
at tile end of September, after 15 years
and eight months of service, more than
14 years of it as general manager and
executive director.

Fellow employees, many of whom
were here when Turner arrived in Feb-
ruary of 1957 from Mobile to take over

the reins of tire Port, and others who
had been employed during his tenure,
joined in a farewell coffee to say good-
bye and wish him well on his last day
in the office.

Executive Director George W. Alt-
xater, who joined the Port of Houston
as sales manager in mid-1959, succeeded
Turner a year ago in May. At that time
Turner stepped down to become a con-

sultant to the Port Commission, which
position he had held until Iris retire-
ment last month.

In brief remarks at the farewell gath-
ering Altvater expressed his personal
pleasure in the many years he had been
associated with Jerry Turner and ex-
pressed the hope Turner wouht continue
Io visit the Port and follow its progress.

For his part Turner expressed his
personal satisfaction in the growth of
the Port of Houston over the last 15
years and nrged those who had worked
with him through those years to con-
tinue their dedication to building an
ever bigger, better and progressive Port
and to take pride in their work.

During the last 15 years the Port of
Houston has completed fifteen new
wharves, expanded its grain elevator,
built a bulk materials handling plant,
put in a container marshalling yard,
developed a 200-acre industrial park
behind the new wharves, erected two
container cranes--the first and for half
a dozen years the only container cranes
in the Gulf, and initiated the Barbours
Cut terminal for handling the giant con-
tainer and LASH vessels now going into
service.

In addition many wharves have been
renovated, the first World Trade Build-
ing in the world built specifically for
that purpose was erected and went into
service in 1962, an eight-acre Interna-
tional Seamen’s Center at the wharves
is nearing completion and many miles of
access roads and rail track to the
wharves were completed and put into
service.

Turner is joining Walter P. Moore
&Assoeiates, eonsulting engineers, as a
consultant and will remain in Houston.
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Sea-Land Container Ships Sail
Direct From Houston To Europe

A new service linking the United States Gulf Coast directly
with the ports of Northern Europe was inaugurated by Sea-
Land Services, Inc., with the first sailing from Houston
October 10th.

The new SL-180--a high-speed vessel capable of carrying
733 of the 35 and 40 foot containers--inaugurated the new
service and will be joined by a sister ship, the SL-181, to
offer Gulf, Midwest and Southwest customers of Sea-Land
service on a bi-weekly basis to Northern Europe.

Until now, container shipments by Sea Land to Europe
from tbe Gulf have been out of Houston to Elizabeth, N.J.
with trans-shipment at that point. The normal Sea-Land ser-
vice has been on a weekly domestic, coastwise basis from
Houston to Elizabeth and actually is in its 16th year of op-
eration.

In recent months, however, the number of through con-
tainers for Europe out of the Midwest-Southwest area has
been such that Sea-Land is offering the new direct service
with the fast new SL-IS’s. The coastwise weekly service from
Houston to Elizabeth will continue with the conventional ves-
sels, which carry less than half the number of containers as
the new ships.

New Orleans will also be a port of call out of the Gulf on
the new direct service to Europe as well as Houston, with con-
necting service linking these line haul ports with Mobile and
Galveston. Inland points will be served by both rall and
truck.

On the European continent and in the United Kingdom,
Sea-Land vessels will call at all existing ports of call for Sea-
Lands’ North Atlantic service, Le Havre, France; Gothenburg,
Sweden; Felixstowe and Preston, England, and Grangemouth,
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Scotland. Line-haul ports of call are to be Bremerhaven, West
Germany, and Rotterdam, The Netherlands.

Additionally, other European cities including Antwerp, Am-
sterdam, Hamburg, and Bremen will be served over-the-road
or by rail. The countries served by Sea-Land in the new
Gulf-North Europe service will be Denmark, Finland, Norway,
Ireland, Switzerland and Austria.

The inauguration of the Gulf-North Europe Service brings
to more than 97 the number of port terminals served by Sea-
Land in 37 countries around the world. In addition to North
Europe, Sea-Land’s 65 container-ships (47 line-haul vessels
and 18 feeder ships) provide a transportation network which
links the Mediterranean, Canada, the Caribbean, the Far East
and Alaska.

In announcing the service, William B. Bru, general sales
manager of the new Gulf-North Europe Division, said it was
"uniquely appropriate" that this new service should begin
from Houston which, in the spring of 1956, ushered in the
era of containerization with the arrival of a converted T-2
tanker from the Port or Newark.

Sea-Land’s terminal complex is on 17.5 acres located
behind Wharf 17 and contains a high-speed Paceco crane
capable of loading and discharging 90,000 pounds of cargo
every four minutes. Bru said a second container crane, and
third at the Port of Houston, will be installed for Sea-Land
and in operation by mid-1973 and that the modern office and
warehouse and facilities and marshalling area for 426 con-
tainers on chassis will keep the SL-18’s on schedule for their
hi-weekly trans-Atlantic crossings.

The 23 knot ships will make the Houston-Rotterdam run
via New Orleans in 12 days and the return run direct to
Houston in 10 days, Bru said.
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The RYOKO MARU, which made her maiden
voyage to the Port of Houston in August with
a load of automobiles, is shown in the photo
above. Below the vessel unloading its cargo
through the side hatches. The ship can also
double as a bulk carrier.

b
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A Japanese steamship llne which
started 38 years ago with one 850 ton
vessel is today one of Japan’s largest
maritime companies with 47 vessels ag-
gregating more than 2,824,000 dead-
weight tons, and with anodmr 67 vessels
of 4,183,000 deadweight tons ureter
charter.

The Sanko Steamship Company
(Sanko Line) is a frequent visitor to the
Port of Houston, bringing in both steel
and autoinohiles and its most recent ship
was the RIOKO MAR1] on her maiden
voyage with a load of Japan-built Dodge
ears.

It was in 1931. that the Sanko ormm-
ization was formed with a capilalizalion
of only 100.000 yen. and lhe one small
ship, hut by 191.1 that had iner~.a>ed
to 18 vessels with ana~le~ateo,~ ¯ ,, 20.700
deadweight tonnage. Operating on the
hdand Sea and between Kinca. _\lan-
ehuria and North Chim~. Sanko at the
time had the biggest tleet of small sea-
going vessels in Japan.

World War I I took a heavy toll of
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Sanko shipliing , arid while it had ex-
panded ill the early war days to a peak
of 53 ships, by 1945 it had lost 70 per
cent of its fleet and at war’s end wound
up with 13 unseaworthy ships totaling
some 26,000 deadweight tons.

Sanko’s present day structure was late
in coming, and the original company
after the war aligned itself with the
Osaka Shosen Kaisha (OSK) group 
a shipowner, and gradually began to
grow. By 1969 Sanko had 13 ships total-
mg 137,300 tons but mainly in the
10,000 to 13,000 ton class.

It was about this time that Sanko’s
image began to change as marine trans-
portation patterns altered and a trend
developed towards the larger, special-
purpose vessels. Sanko shifted with the
trend to emphasize special-purpose ves-
sels with long-term cargo and freight
guarantees by major shippers.

Sanko began building its modern fleet
with the ore carrier YOKO MARU and
since 1960 has built 69 vessels with a
deadweight tonnage of 3,512,000 tons,
inch,ling Japan’s largest tanker, the
238,000 ton ZUIKO MARU. These
buildings have included six other simi-
lar giant tankers: the computerized
tanker SEIKO MARU of 138,000 tons;
35 car/bulk carriers aggregating 825,-
000 tons including the 38.000 ton RY-
OKO MARU mentioned earlier; six
combination carriers with a 160,000
long ton capacity and the worht’s larg-
est liquefied natural gas tanker capable
of carrying 70,000 cubic meters.

As a result of all this Sanko is recog-
nized as probably one of the most pro-
gressive companies in Japan’s shipping

Bunting streams from the ZUIKO MARU, Japan’s
largest tanker, as the 238,000 ton dwt. vessel
goes down the ways at launching ceremonies.
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industry insofar as modernization of
its fleet and streamlining of its trans-
port system. And while Japan’s shipping
industry underwent structural concen-
tration in 1.964 with some 80 major
shipping companies joining in, Sanko
stayed out and has been developing and
expanding its business on its own.

As of this year the Sanko fleet showed
the following diversified type vessels:
Nine giant tankers; five combination
oil/ore carriers; one ore carrier; three
car/bulk carriers; two pure bulk car-
riers of 50,000 tons dwt or over and
four bulk carriers of up to 50,000 tons

When the Sanko Lines’ new auto carrier
RYOKO MARU came into Houston recently on
her maiden voyage the Port of Houston Author-
ity and the Houston Junior Chamber of Commerce
presented Captain H. Tsurutu with a laminated
aerial photograph of the Port. From left to right
are Ben Hanson of Strachan Steamship Co.,
agents for the Sanko Lines; Paul MacDonald of
the Junior Chamber of Commerce; Captain Tsu-
rutu; Robert Foye, port operations manager for
Chrysler Motors, for whom the RYOKO MARU
brought in a load of Japan-made Dodge auto-
mobiles; Takeshi (Ted) Kanemitsu, Houston rep-
resentative of the Sanko Steamship Company,
and J. R. Curtis, Northside Terminal Manager
of the Port of Houston, where the cars were
unloaded.

dwt; eleven ear-deck equipped special
ized bulk carriers; four log/bulk car-
riers and eight log carriers. Under char-
ter are a variety of similar specialized
carriers to bring the entire fleet to its
present total.

Ilecently the Sanko Company has en-
deavored to promote its semi liner ser-
vice to various North American ports
to cope with recent changes in the struc-
ture of exports to the United States.
Typical was the shipment of some 2,000
automobiles the RYOKO MARU
brought into Houston on its maiden
voyage. This specially designed ship has
side hatches so cars can be driven on or
off and can be loaded or unloaded in
less than eight hours.

Sanko Lines has shown great versa-
tility in moviug with the trends of traf-
fic. When Japanese steel production was
reduced last year the company promptly
switched some of its oil/ore carriers over
to oil contracts.

Japan has little wood resources and
depends heavily on imports so on many
return runs Sanko carries imported logs
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as backhaul cargo occupying space used
by Japanese exports on the outbound
run, such as to Pacific northwest and
New Zealand ports.

When homebound cargoes of U.S. coal
and scrap iron dropped sharply Sanko
began picking up more grain cargoes
to fill the space and even engaged in
a triangular service from Houston and
other Gulf ports, from the Great Lakes,
and from Australia to Europe and the
Far East.

Sanko’s policies today embrace a com-
bination of stabilized long term charter,
monthly service on general commodities
and spot transactions as presented, and
the firm looks forward to continued
profits from its earnings. Because of
its refusal to accept government subsidy
Sanko can operate with the complete
independence and mobility of private
enterprise.

In Houston Sanko is represented by
Strachan Shipping Co. as agents and
the company maintains a representative
here in Takseshi (Ted) Kanemitsu.

President of the Sanko Steamship Co.
is Toshio Kohmoto who has the enviable
record of being the company’s founder
and first and only president. Headquar-

The 26,000 dwtc. ton BUNKO MARU, one of the Sanko Lines’ combination bulk and car carriers,
shown on her trial runs.

ters are in Tokyo with offices in Osaka, Houston, in the United States, and in
Japan, and in New York, Seattle and London, England.

The 138,000 ton dwt. tanker SEIKO MARU, built in 1970, looks like a floating island as she makes her way through the seas.
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